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G
ood new

s - opposition from
environm

ent and anim
al w

elfare
groups, and the com

m
unity has

helped influence
State Cabinet’s
decision not to
support the G

am
e

and Feral Anim
al

Control Am
endm

ent
Bill.Introduced into
the N

SW
 U

pper
H

ouse by the
Shooters Party this
m

onth.

The Bill proposed
opening up recrea-
tional shooting in our
national parks,
threatening native
anim

als and jeopardising the
safety of park users.Several
species of birds and four species
of kangaroos w

ere on the hit list of
native species that w

ould becom
e

fair gam
e for licensed hunters

under this legislation. D
uck

hunting w
ould also have been

reintroduced to NSW
.W

hile the
legislation did not allow

 the

S
h

ootin
g in

 N
ation

al P
ark

s p
rop

osal loses
G

overn
m

en
t su

p
p

ort
shooting of endangered and
threatened species, there w

ere
concerns that once am

ateur

hunters had access to national
parks these species m

ay be
illegally targeted or unintentionally
killed.

There w
as no w

ay of determ
in-

ing if the shooting w
ould occur in

an ethical and hum
ane m

anner.
Am

ateur hunters m
ay have

w
ounded anim

als, causing
unnecessarily cruel pain and

suffering before a prolonged
death or perm

anent debilitation.

Public land,
private exploits

The G
am

e and
Feral Anim

al C
ontrol

Am
endm

ent Bill
w

ould have m
ade it

an offence for
anyone to approach
or in any w

ay
interfere w

ith people
hunting in national
parks w

ith a proper
license. In fact,
m

em
bers of the

public w
ere not

allow
ed to approach

w
ithin 10 m

etres of a
licensed person hunting on
declared public hunting land. This
m

easure effectively restricted
public access to national parks
and im

pedes on the right to
protest against am

ateur hunting
activities.

Do not replace sound
control m

easures w
ith

am
ateur attem

pts

N
orthern T

ableland
s W

ild
life C

arers
w

w
w

.ntw
c.org.au

PO
 B

ox 550 A
rm

id
ale 2350

T
elstra cou

n
try W

id
e an

d
 N

ew
 E

n
glan

d
 C

red
it U

n
ion

 are p
rou

d
 to

b
e sp

on
sers of N

T
 W

ild
life C

arers...L
ocal p

eop
le w

ork
in

g togeth
er.

M
eeting N

otice
D

ate  Sunday 22 nd N
ovem

ber
V

enue ; M
ike  O

’K
eefe W

oodland C
entre , 80 M

ann St , A
rm

idale.
T

im
e ;  10.30 am

 – 12.30.

***** C
h

ristm
as L

u
n

ch
 …

. 12.30- 2.30p
m

 *****
F

ollow
ed by ; G

uest speaker  . . L
isa D

oucette …
 O

w
lett nightjars’ ( show

ing
us her com

pleted  research project)

*** please
contribute
som

ething
F

E
ST

IV
E

 for
the lunch.*****
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C
on

tacts for N
orth

ern
T

ab
lelan

d
 W

ild
life C

arers
(N

T
W

C
)

�
C

hairm
an - H

arold
 H

effernen 6778-1357
�

V
ice C

hairnan - C
olin W

ood
 67783329

�
Secretary’s job is vacant volunteers w

elcom
e

�
T

reasurer - Julia R
ose - 1800-008290

�
W

om
baroo - Jill C

hetw
ynd

 6772-5855
�

Publicity - C
olin W

ood
 - 67783329

�
N

W
C

 R
ep - C

olin W
ood

 67783329
�

N
ew

sletter - C
olin W

ood
 67783329

�
A

rm
id

ale - Julia R
ose 1800-008290

�
W

end
y B

eresford
 6775-3747

�
Jill C

hetw
ynd

 6772-5854
�

T
am

w
orth - 6762-1232

�
T

enterfield
 - Pam

 B
rice - 6736-2462

�
 G

len Innes ` K
elly Stum

bles 673 24268
�

Snake C
o-ord

 - C
olin W

ood
 - 67783329

�
T

raining O
fficer - L

ind
a D

ennis 0416014466
W

rite to N
T

W
C

 PO
 B

ox 550A
rm

id
ale 2350

N
orthern Tableland W

ildlife C
arers is a netw

ork of trained
volunteers licensed by N

SW
 N

ational Parks and W
ildlife Service.

W
e rescue, rehabilite and release injured, sick, orphened &

unw
anted native fauna. Any assistance please call the above

num
bers in your area.

M
em

bership $15 single and $20 fam
ily year for authourised

and support m
em

bers All donations over $2 are tax deductable.

This N
ew

sletter is designed by C
olin W

ood and printed by
N

ew
 England C

redit U
nion.

Telstra C
ouintry W

ide are also proud to be a sponser of
NTW

C

C
on

ten
ts

Page 1~  Shooting in

N
ational Parks proposal

loses G
overnm

ent support

Page 3 ~ R
eport reveals

‘m
ega-diverse’ Australian

w
ildlife

Page 3 ~ 2010 (nw
rc) N

a-

tional W
ildlife R

ehabilitation

C
onference W

EBSITE

Page 4 ~ SN
AKES

page 5 ~ Kooka & H
oudini

Page 6 ~ A blue faced

honeyeater com
es into care.

Page 7 ~ Vet Student Tracks

Turtle Threat to People

Page 8 ~Toxoplasm
osis &

Cats
Page 10 ~ W

hat is FAW
N

A

Page 11 ~ ‘W
ilburts’ story.

page 11~ R
escue of N

ative

Anim
als in Arm

idale

Page 12 ~ W
om

bat(a poem
)

Page 13 ~ C
hilli the W

om
bat

Page 15 ~ D
raft Procedure

for U
rban W

ildlife R
escue.

Page 15Fundraising  and

Petition;

Page 16 m
eeting notice &

C
hristm

as get-together

Page 15

D
raft P

roced
u

re for U
rb

an
 W

ild
life R

escu
e.

D
ate  August 2009

Situation:   W
ildlife R

escue  and  R
elocation  requirem

ents in U
rban  Zones.

M
VA ;  1.  Assessm

ent  on site  by  authorised / trained w
ildlife carer  N

TW
C

   1800 008 290 ,
W

IR
ES  6778 4994

2.Capture for treatm
ent  = bagging and sedation on site.  M

acropods: Treatm
ent stat. w

ith Vit E
+Selenium

 IM
I and sedation. Assistance available from

 AD
C

 ranger Steve Sauer w
ith Tranquilliser gun

Ph. 6770 3627,  m
obile 0408 668 486 N

PW
S, O

H
&S assessm

ent Phone

3.  Rem
oval ( Koalas and Possum

s) =  bagging for treatm
ent or R

elease.

 * Electricity pole =  C
all C

ountry Energy  ph …
…

…
…

…
…

.. Assistance   ;

SES ph…
…

…
…

.       N
PW

S phone…
…

…
…

…
…

.

 Police ph 6771 0699,  AD
C

 ranger  ph. 6770 3627

4.Relocation :  M
acropods, herding out of tow

n along w
ildlife corridor.

 Assistance available from
 :  AD

C
 ranger ph 6770 3627

 N
PW

S  ph …
…

…
…

…
., N

TW
C

  1800 008 290 , W
IR

ES  6778 4994

5.Euthanasia  = on site after Assessm
ent by;  N

TW
C

 1800 008 290 .  And

6.Body rem
oval  =  transport to AD

C
 W

aste transfer station for deep burial

Fu
n

d
raisin

g  an
d

 P
etition

;
The ‘Pam

per H
am

per’ raffle is proving very popular so a big thankyou to Jill for persuading local
businesses to m

ake a sm
all donation w

hich have com
e together to m

ake som
e very happy pam

pered
w

inners. W
e can also thank Jill and Brian for printing  raffle tickets packed w

ith inform
ation , also the

posters  w
hich  have helped greatly.

Selling days have been at C
entro  and Plaza and  SLEX expo. C

olin organised loan of the N
EC

U
 tent

w
hich took 3 of us and 6 extra helpers to put up. U

nfortunately w
e had to abandon on the Saturday w

hen
the second dust storm

 arrived but the alternative accom
m

odation in the big pavilion  w
as ideal . Being

close to w
ine tasting and fresh coffee w

e w
ere fortunate to have a great spot for selling  and signatures.

 The Petition w
as started by  m

yself and Jenni D
rew

itt after w
e becam

e aw
are of the proposed

am
endm

ent to the G
am

e and Feral Anim
al C

ontrol Am
endm

ent Bill w
hich has been  put to State Parliam

ent
by the Shooters Party. There is an on-line petition w

ith N
ature C

onservation C
ouncil but w

e felt m
any

w
ould prefer not to do it that w

ay. The Shooters Party has proposed the opening  up of N
ational Parks for

licensed shooters/hunters. N
ot only w

ould the shooters like to shoot feral anim
als w

ithout the m
anagem

ent
of N

PW
S, they seek to have other feral anim

als introduced as ‘target species’ and a license to target
selected native anim

als. Already w
e have heard of w

ildlife surveyors being advised to w
ear hi-viz vests

in state forests because no one can be sure if shooters are active. This w
ill also be a requirem

ent in
N

ational Parkes if this proposed am
endm

ent is passed in Parliam
ent. W

e have subm
itted over 300

signatures to R
ichard Torbay for presentation to the Legislative Assem

bly, ready for the reintroduction of
the bill during this term

.

 I w
ant to thank those w

ho helped at each stall and hope for som
e new

 faces at the last stall  at Centro
on 18th Novem

ber. Raffle draw
 is 26th Novem

ber so please return all tickets at the next
m

eeting. N
TW

C
 urgently needs funds to continue to assist our joey carers w

ith subsidised m
ilks.

Julia
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H
unting is not an effective m

eans of feral anim
al

control. Ad hoc efforts do not strategically contribute
to successful anim

al m
anagem

ent and m
ay

underm
ine professional control m

easures.
Ineffective hunting m

easures dam
age an environ-

m
ent already under increasing stress from

 the
im

pacts of clim
ate change.

The N
ature C

onservation C
ouncil believes there

are m
ore strategic and hum

ane w
ays of controlling

feral anim
als in national parks, including profes-

sional aerial shooting and biocontrol m
easures.

U
sing guns, dogs or even bow

s and arrow
s for

anim
al control is ineffective and dam

ages the
environm

ent. W
e joined w

ith other key environm
ent

and anim
al w

elfare groups to condem
n the

destructive G
am

e and Feral Anim
al C

ontrol
Am

endm
ent Bill. W

e welcom
e both the State

G
overnm

ent and O
pposition refusing to support the

Bill.

A
p

o
lo

g
y

to
 L

in
d

a
 D

e
n

n
is

.

It w
a

s
 o

m
m

ite
d

 th
a

t

s
h

e
 w

ro
te

 th
e

 a
r
tic

le

in
 is

s
u

e
 8

2
 a

b
o

u
t

‘K
o

a
la

s
’

R
ep

ort reveals
‘m

ega-d
iverse’

A
ustralian w

ild
life

A new
 report has found that nearly 90 per cent

of Australia’s m
am

m
als and reptiles are found

now
here else in the w

orld.
The audit by Australian scientists, titled N

um
bers

of Living Species in Australia and the W
orld, found

there are nearly 1.9 m
illion know

n anim
al and plant

species on the planet.

Environm
ent M

inister Peter G
arrett says the

review
 includes the discovery of a num

ber of new
species unique to Australia.

“W
e know

 that Australia is a m
ega-diverse

continent, but this is absolutely confirm
ation of that,”

he said.

“I guess the other thing is it show
s w

e are
actually discovering new

 species, w
ith som

e 48
new

 reptiles, eight new
 m

am
m

als, 1,100
flow

ering plants and nearly 1,000 m
ites,

spiders and scorpions also being discovered.”
The report found that only about a quarter of

Australia’s flora and fauna has been discov-
ered and nam

ed.

It also found that in the last three years,
18,000 new

 species w
ere discovered each

year. About three-quarters of those w
ere inverte-

brates.

M
r G

arrett says the audit is a crucial benchm
ark.

D
etails of the official audit w

ill be
unveiled by M

r G
arrett  at the

A
ustralian Institute of M

arine Science,
south of Tow

nsville.

Link: http://w
w

w.abc.net.au/new
s/stories/2009/

09/29/2699122.htm

2010 (n
w

rc) N
ation

al
W

ild
life R

eh
ab

ilitation
C

on
feren

ce W
E

B
S

IT
E

T
he 2010 A

d
elaid

e C
onference w

ebsite is
now

 operational at  nw
rc.com

.au, or just
G

oogle nw
rc.

D
IA

N
N

E  H
U

N
TER

 Secretary W
estern

A
ustralian W

ild
life R

ehabilitation
C

ouncil Inc
A

B
N

 96 705 889 719 PO
 B

ox 232,
K

alam
und

a, W
A

, 6926
secretary@

w
aw

rc.org.au
w

w
w

.w
aw

rc.org.au
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quickly as did the frost bite to her eyes, feet and
cloaca.  H

er ears took the longest to heal how
ever

– and the tips actually fell off com
pletely.

C
hilli is now

 a happy, norm
al little w

om
bat –

except for her funny short ears!  But w
e think she is

beautiful!

C
hilli w

ill be in care for another 18 m
onths or so

before being soft released back into the w
ild.  W

e’ll
keep you updated on her care.

A
 h

ap
p

y (sh
o

rt eared
) C

h
illi

W
h

at is a W
om

b
at

Vom
batus ursinus

“The coarse-haired w
om

bats are m
ost at hom

e
in the forests, and are w

ell distributed throughout
the ranges of Southern Australia and Tasm

ania.
They live during the day in large holes, w

hich they
excavate into the side of a hill or bank, and com

e
out during the late afternoon or evening to feed.
Q

uiet, inoffensive, and rather w
ary they are seldom

seen abroad in daylight, but a dull rainy afternoon
w

ill tem
pt them

 out earlier than usual.

To look at a w
om

bat one w
ould never suspect

that such an anim
al had a sense of hum

our, but if
the confidence of one is gained it m

ay m
ake a

delightful pet, and be very playful.  In this respect
M

r Blackett states: ‘I w
as handling a w

om
bat

belonging to M
rs O

’C
onnell, of Bullallaba; this w

as
a fem

ale six m
onths old.  The anim

al w
as at liberty

and had burrow
s in the garden, but never

attem
pted to interfere with any of the plants

or flow
ers.  It w

ould com
e to be petted and

loved to be nursed just like a baby, yet it
w

as playful, and am
used m

e very m
uch

by trying to jum
p and roll w

hen I w
as

playing w
ith it.  It w

ould also suddenly rear
upon its hind-legs and try to butt m

e, just
as a goat w

ould do.  This anim
al w

ould
follow

 the kiddies about the paddocks, and
w

hen hungry w
ould w

alk into the house,
and m

ake a funny little noise to anyone it
could find, until it got som

ething to eat.  If
taken up to be nursed it quietly shuts its
eyes and tries to sleep.’ ”

from
 “The W

ild Anim
als of Australasia”

by Le Souef & Burrell, 1926.

Poor black snake. ‘he m
ust have been

after the m
ouse!’.
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o you

 u
tilise O

u
r

W
eb

site as m
u

ch
 as you

cou
ld

? w
w

w
.n

tw
c.org.au

M
ain ad

vantages of using the w
ebsite

Y
ou can print out your

•
 M

em
bership form

•
Foster C

are report
•

M
ilk request form

•
A

nim
al transfer form

•
A

nim
al report form

•
Y

ou can have access to m
ost carer

organisation throughout A
ustralia

•
H

ave access
to lots of useful
links for ed

ucation
and

 help for native
anim

als
•

R
ead

 the
latest and

 old
er

issues of you
new

sletter
•

See lots of
photos of anim

als
in care and

 those
that have been
released
•

Lots of stuff
to help you care
for our native anim

als
•

C
heck out the snakes in our area

and
 see w

hich are non; partly or very
venem

ous
•

Leave a m
essage for our com

m
ittee

In future, to save on postage and
 paper

w
e w

ill be send
ing out em

ails w
ith the

w
ebsite ad

d
ress of the latest new

sletter to
all w

ho have internet access.
Please register you em

ail ad
d

ress w
ith

C
olin at turton37@

bigpond
.com

S
N

A
K

E
S

 (O
R

D
E

R
SQ

U
A

M
A

T
A

)
“C

ontrary to popular belief, venom
 is not used

by snakes for aggression against larger anim
als

such as m
an, but m

ay in certain circum
stances be

used in self-defense against such anim
als.  Its

prim
ary purpose is rapid subjection of prey of size

suitable for consum
ption.  Since a snake has no

lim
bs w

ith w
hich to capture or hold prey, and since

its com
paratively delicate teeth m

ight be dam
aged if

it attem
pted to hold a violently struggling anim

al, it
needs a different m

ethod of capture.  The result is
that som

e snakes possess a m
ost com

pact, quick-
acting, and efficient killing m

echa-
nism

: the venom
 glands.

C
onsequently, a snake does not

use its venom
 indiscrim

inately, but
only in pursuit of prey or w

hen
attacked or provoked.  Since m

an
does not represent prey to a
snake, it w

ill not norm
ally use its

venom
 on m

an.  In fact Eric W
orrell

reports that “m
any tim

es w
hen I

have been collecting snakes I
have cornered specim

ens that
have struck and hit m

y legs w
ithout

opening their m
ouths; biting is only

a last resort - snakes show
 no

anxiety to expel venom
; they do not w

aste it
unnecessarily.”

All authorities agree that venom
ous snakes are

not habitually aggressive and w
ill glide aw

ay at the
approach of m

an, if given the opportunity.  It is
estim

ated that perhaps 80 per cent of snake
“attacks” and bites take place w

hen som
eone is

attem
pting to kill or otherw

ise attack the snake.  The
other 20 per cent of cases occur w

hen accidental
contact takes place, as w

hen a snake is stepped on
in the bush.  Its autom

atic reaction is, of course, to
strike.”

from
  “Australia’s W

ildlife Heritage”,
Serventy & Raym

ond, editors, 1973.
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C
h

illi th
e W

om
b

at.
Story and photos by Linda D

ennis

C
hilli the W

om
bat lives up to her nam

e for three
reasons:

1.W
hen C

hilli w
as rescued and cam

e into care,
at about the 1kg m

ark, she had been beside her
dead m

um
 on the side of the road for a couple of

days.  She w
as lucky to be alive.  The poor little girl

had received bad frost bite to her ears, back of the

feet, above the eyes and on her cloaca.  (She had
been pretty chilly!).  The little Bare-N

osed W
om

bat
also had parasite w

ounds literally from
 head to toe

and a couple dings to her head and back also.C
hilli

w
as a very distressed little w

om
bat, initially – as

you could w
ell im

agine w
ith so m

any injuries.  She
had deep stress hollow

s on her tem
ples, indicating

severe distress.  W
e put her on a heat pad as she

w
as so frail and w

e knew
 that she w

ouldn’t be able
to regulate her ow

n tem
perature.  In our efforts to

m
other her w

ell, w
e accidentally put her on too

m
uch w

arm
th and she becam

e as hot as a chilli!
All silliness aside, this is one thing to really w

atch
out for in w

om
bats – they cannot tolerate high

tem
peratures and can becom

e extrem
ely heat

distressed w
hen the am

bient air tem
perature rises

above 25 degrees C
elsius.  W

e noticed in tim
e

though, thank goodness, but I think if w
e’d left her

too m
uch longer w

ithout checking w
e m

ay w
ell

have lost her.

2.After such a terrible start to life one w
ould think

that a little critter w
ould be jittery and anxious or

m
aybe even cranky and intolerant.  But not little

M
iss C

hilli.  She is one of the m
ost laid back,

relaxed and happy w
om

bats that I have ever
cared for – in fact, if she w

as any m
ore chilled

she’d be frozen!
W

e started treating C
hilli’s m

yriad of w
ounds,

kept her on pain m
edication for a w

hile (those ears
m

ust have hurt a lot) and she w
as also on

antibiotics for any potential secondary infection
w

hich often accom
pany frost bite injuries.  Benn

Bryant, senior veterinarian at W
estern Plains Zoo,

directed us in her veterinary care and w
ith Benn’s

help C
hilli im

proved in leaps and bounds (in m
ore

w
ays than one)…

.  no, she’s not a kangaroo,
she’s a w

om
bat - but she still loves to leap and

bound w
hen playing!  W

hat a total pleasure it is to
w

itness a happy w
om

bat joey in play.

The sm
aller w

ounds on her body healed

C
h

illi’s ears sh
o

w
in

g
 exten

sive fro
st b

ite.

A
fter a co

u
p

le o
f w

eeks, C
h

illi’s
ears are h

ealin
g

 w
ell.

C
h

illi’s ears h
ave h

ealed
an

d
 h

air is started
 to

 reg
ro

w
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The beginning of 1996 m
y husband & I w

ere on
the w

ay to Sydney w
hen I view

ed a Kookaburra

sitting on the side of the road,  I stopped to check to
see if anything w

as w
rong. H

e w
as bleeding from

under the w
ing, w

hen I lifted the w
ing I could see

he m
ust have been in flight w

hen he w
as hit m

aybe
w

ith a car as the m
uscle under the w

ing w
as torn, I

w
rapped him

 in a clean cloth and drove on to
scone vet. I told him

 I w
as on m

y w
ay to Sydney

and that I w
ould call on m

y w
ay back to see how

he w
as progressing.

O
n m

y w
ay back hom

e to Tam
w

orth I called into
the Scone Vet  i thought he m

ay have passed aw
ay

as he did not look to w
ell w

hen I dropped him
 off, to

m
y surprise he w

as alive and looking very good,
they gave him

 to m
e w

ith instructions of w
hat to do

w
ith the m

edication they gave m
e to put under his

w
ing.

W
hen I arrived hom

e I w
as at a loss as to how

 to
treat this w

onderful bird, m
y first call w

as to W
ires

for advice but w
as not ready for the reception I

received w
hich quite surprised m

e. I w
as told I

could not have the Kookaburra and w
ould have to

put him
 dow

n or be fined $2,000 by the N
ational

Parks & W
ildlife for having him

, this upset m
e no

end so I contacted the N
ational Parks & w

ildlife and
told them

 m
y story and they gave m

e
a license to be able to have him

.

The next thing I needed to find out
how

 to look after him
, so I contacted

the Australia Zoo in Sydney they gave
m

e great help but I needed to find out
m

ore, it cam
e to m

y attention there
w

as a lady in Adelaide doing a theses
on the Kookaburra so I contacted her
she told m

e that Kookaburras do not
laugh in captivity but this know

ledge
w

as soon put to bed as kooka w
as

sitting on the bottom
 step inside with

m
y cat and started to laugh so m

uch
so that w

e could not hear each other,
so I told her she w

ould have to
change her thinking on that score.

W
e w

ent to Sydney again and I found a sm
all

book on everything to do w
ith and about the

Kookaburra. A young fellow
 from

 South Tam
w

orth
Anim

al H
ospital use to give m

e frozen m
ice.

Kooka had the run of the back yard w
hich he

shared w
ith m

y 4 poodles and m
y 2 cats they got

along just fine, every O
ctober N

ovem
ber w

hen the
other w

ild Kookaburras w
ould com

e around and
try to take over his territory he w

ould give off a
distress call and the dogs w

ould run out to protect
him

 and chase them
 aw

ay, they w
ere very

protective of Kooka w
hen he w

as in trouble.

H
e had his ow

n ladder and special spots he
liked to roam

 w
ithin the back yard, never a day

w
ent by w

ithout him
 having his regular bath this he

loved to do in his ow
n red bath.

O
ne day he som

ehow
 got out of the yard under

the gate at the side of the house, I w
as frantic I

called the radio station and the police one of the
teachers herd the radio and contacted m

e, she told
m

e she rang and w
ires picked it up and that it w

as

K
ook

a &
 H

ou
d

in
i

K
ook

a

by D
aphney M

andel H
ayes
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W
om

bat
by C

olin G
ibson

U
p along the w

ide ram
bling plateau,

B
y rocky tops and narrow

 boulder passes
W

here the sun behind the snow
 gum

s casts the shadow
s

T
hat knit together night’s blanket on the grasses,

W
here crisp w

inds tug and tw
ist am

ong the sally
A

nd rattle the blue-leaved w
attle and m

ottled gum
s,

O
ut in the open of a broad upland valley,

From
 the bow

el of granite-earth the w
om

bat com
es;

A
nd across the star-lit acres am

ong the tussock
H

e shakes his shoulders, pricks his ears and plods,
Snorting like a m

uscle-bound m
ound of m

ullock
C

om
e to life am

ong the grasses and sods.

For tonight the sm
oothest soil his teeth w

ill grind,
T

he freshest shoots, and tillers sw
eet w

ith dew
,

A
nd soft w

hite puff-balls his nose w
ill find

A
m

ong fibrous roots so nourishing to chew
.

H
ere at night’s sw

am
py corner he claw

s the bank,
Probes and prods laboriously about,
B

urrow
ing like a hairy little tank

W
ith earth and m

osses burying his snout;

A
nd kicks aside the overburden and spoil,

C
oncentrating on the task he has at hand

A
s one that can com

m
unicate w

ith soil
In a language only the earth can understand.

T
hen along the w

ell-w
orn path he alw

ays follow
s

H
e drops an oblong m

essage under his tail,
T

hen passes, gruffly grunting at his fellow
s,

A
nd sniffs the m

oonlight that fall upon his trail.
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at the Piper Street Vet I called them
 by phone and

they inform
ed m

e that it w
as being operated on to

take out the rough feathers, I w
as beside m

yself
could they not see that this w

as an invalid Kooka-
burra and that the sm

all am
ount of rough feathers

w
as natural for this bird. They inform

ed m
e that one

of the W
IR

ES carers had the bird and that I could
not have it so I contacted the N

ational Parks &
W

ildlife and they inform
ed m

e they w
ould contact

W
ires and have them

 hand the bird back to m
e, w

e
w

ent to pick him
 up I told m

y husband to go dow
n to

the house and pick him
 up he took him

 to the back
of the garage and kooka jum

ped onto his hand
w

hen I saw
 w

hat had been done to Kooka I just
cried all his end feathers w

ere gone.

The next day I had to take Kooka to our local vet
as the feather stum

ps w
ould not stop bleeding, the

vet w
as quite w

orried and thought he m
ight bleed to

death he repaired the stum
ps and I took Kooka

hom
e to treat him

. Because Kooka now
 had no

feathers he could not hop around or partly fly this
upset him

 and he broke off the tips of his w
ings, w

e
got him

 through this ordeal but life w
as never the

sam
e as it w

as before.

I had Kooka for Thirteen years and the last three
years or his life he had another com

panion called

K
ook

a &
 H

ou
d

in
i

H
oudini he did not like the idea that som

eone else
w

as going to share his space and there w
ere a few

scrapes but soon
everything settled and
life w

ent on w
ith both

being very happy in the
back yard so long as
each one knew

 their
place.

They both had their
ow

n cage into w
hich

they went at night tim
e

and then out into the
yard in the m

orning, but
if the day w

as not
sociable then into the
house they w

ould com
e

as being invalids they
did not have the

advantage of being able to fly and build up their
energy to keep them

 w
arm

A
 b

lu
e faced

 h
on

eyeater
com

es in
to care.

by Julia R
ose

(Entom
yzon cyanotis)

Alternative nam
es: "Banana-bird*", "Blue-eye"

This is the first tim
e I have seen or cared for one

of these very handsom
e birds. That blue is such an

electric colour. Thankfully this one recovered
quickly and w

as released back to its harem
 along

the Arm
idale creeklands.
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‘W
ilb

u
rts’ story.

by Julia R
ose

‘W
ilburt’ is the nam

e m
y sister gives to all the

m
ale antechinus  w

hich share her hom
e.

These am
azing creatures  eat  w

ith relish all the
spiders, roaches , m

oths and lots of  other insects,

she never  needs  chem
ical insect  control . If  a

W
ilburt should  happen upon a neglected m

ars bar
it is dragged off for a special fam

ily feast. O
therw

ise
they generally stay aw

ay from
 the pantry food and

there is never any ‘m
ouse’ sm

ell w
ith any drop-

pings.

 As you can see from
 the photo of a recently

deceased ‘W
ilburt’ ( ? the 5th) the size of the

antechinus m
ale testies is rather large for his body

w
eight  , explaining the m

ating frenzy w
hich

happens follow
ed by an early death. Antechinus

are m
em

bers of the bandicoot fam
ily w

hich included
Bilbies. The photo show

s the different head and

nose length from
 a dom

estic m
ouse and there are

m
asses of w

onderful teeth in the m
outh as w

ell.
Easy identification is to look for the  tw

o rodent front
teeth w

hich   introduced house m
ice and rats have.

M
atin

g h
ab

its of
th

eA
n

tech
in

u
s

This m
arsupial m

ouse from
 Australia

m
akes the list due to his sheer tenacity

w
hen it com

es to m
aking love. W

hile m
ost

guys w
ould die to get a little action, this guy

actually dies w
hen he gets a little action.

W
ell not a little, m

ore like a lot. The
antechinus can spend up to 12 hours
m

ating! In fact, this super m
ouse gets so

distracted he forgets to eat, drink and sleep.
Betw

een that and the steroids that build up
in his blood, he doesn't stand a chance. H

is
m

ate m
akes the m

ost of it, filling herself up
w

ith sperm
 until the end of the breeding season. But

don't feel too sad about the passing of
dear old dad. W

ith him
 out of the picture,

there's m
ore food for those left behind --

plus he likely died a very happy m
ouse!

A
n

 ex-W
ilb

u
rt

R
escu

e of N
ative

A
n

im
als in

A
rm

id
ale.

After a recent ‘m
edia frenzy’ event in

Arm
idale of a w

allaby euthanasia by local police
N

TW
C

 felt there w
as a need to put together a

w
orking procedure for all parties involved. M

obile
phones capacities cannot be overlooked today and
the speed at w

hich im
ages can be posted all over

the w
orld is am

azing.

So a Standard operating procedure ( SO
P)  is

nearing com
pletion  after a good w

orkshop at our
last m

eeting N
TW

C
 then  contacted N

PW
S, Police ,

AD
C

 council R
anger , SES and W

IR
ES  to get to a

point w
here w

e now
 have a D

R
AFT  N

ative anim
al

rescue SO
P. See page 15 for SO

P
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 A Jam
es C

ook U
niversity vet science student

has flagged the first case of a captive-bred turtle
suffering from

 a highly infectious disease, w
hich has

the potential to spread to hum
ans.

A second year student, D
ebbie Bannan said that

w
hat w

as m
ost concerning about the case w

as that
the pathogen had never before been found in a
captive aquatic reptile in Australia.

“If these infections are getting into our hom
es, w

e
need to know

 how
 to recognise and treat them

before they spread to other captive anim
als and

hum
ans,” she said.

D
espite a hectic class schedule and extram

ural
placem

ents in the holidays, w
hich is enough to

keep m
ost Vet students busy, D

ebbie still had
enough fuel in the tank and dedication to boot to
w

rite up the case as a scientific paper.

The m
ature-age student is now

 seeing the fruits
of her labour w

ith the Australian Veterinary

V
et S

tu
d

en
t T

rack
s T

u
rtle T

h
reat to P

eop
le

by D
ebbie Bannan

Association inviting her to present the paper at the
U

nusual and Exotic Pets Annual C
onference in

Sydney this m
onth (O

ct 9-11).

“I am
 so happy that m

y paper has been
accepted into the conference pro-
gram

,” she said. “The physiology of
exotic anim

als is so different to
m

am
m

als m
aking them

 really intellectu-
ally challenging, so anything I can do
to help raise aw

areness about caring
for these fascinating creatures I am
delighted to share.”

Debbie’s paper, entitled ‘M
etastatic

acid-fast bacilli infection in a captive-
bred freshw

ater Em
ydura m

acquarii
turtle —

 lessons to be learnt’, is based
on a case she w

as involved in last
year.

“I w
as doing som

e volunteer w
ork

at Aachilpa Veterinary G
roup w

hen
this turtle presented w

ith strange
lesions on its front left forelim

b and the
right side of its plastron bridge,” she
said.“O

steom
yelitis (inflam

m
ation of the

bone) w
as diagnosed and the forelim

b w
as

am
putated. I took the turtle hom

e for rehabilitation
but after three m

onths its health deteriorated rapidly
and unfortunately it had to be euthanized.”

In addition to the osteom
yelitis diagnosis, the post

m
ortem

 revealed the turtle w
as in fact riddled w

ith
extensive m

ulti-organ granulom
atous m

asses,
identified as m

etastatic m
ycobacterium

 disease.

“M
ycobacterium

 is very com
m

on in reptiles and
can often be an overlooked and m

isdiagnosed
disease,” said D

ebbie. “W
hat w

as m
ost concerning

about this case w
as that the pathogen had never

before been found in a captive aquatic reptile in
Australia.

“M
ycobacterium

 has significant zoonotic potential
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excreting oocysts to other anim
als. If there is no

antibody, the cat can becom
e infected and w

ill shed
oocysts for one to tw

o w
eeks after exposure.

Pyrim
etham

ine and sulfadiazine are the tw
o

drugs used to treat toxoplasm
osis. They act

together to inhibit Toxoplasm
a reproduction.

H
ow

ever, pyrim
etham

ine m
ay be unpalatable

or even toxic to som
e cats. Another choice is

the antibiotic clindam
ycin, w

hich has few
er

side effects. Alternative veterinarians recom
m

end
m

odalities such as herbs, hom
eopathy, and

acupuncture to treat the sym
ptom

s of toxoplasm
osis.

N
o vaccine is available as yet.

W
hat can you do to control the spread of

Toxoplasm
a? Restrict your pet cats from

access to rodents and birds, and give them
only cooked m

eat, com
m

ercially prepared cat
food, and pasteurized dairy products. Don’t
allow

 them
 to scavenge in garbage cans.

Transm
ission of oocysts present in garden soil,

children’s sandboxes, litter boxes, and anyw
here

cats m
ay defecate can be avoided by w

earing
rubber gloves during contact w

ith contam
inated soil

or litter. W
ash your hands thoroughly after contact.

C
over sandboxes to prevent cats from

 defecating in
them

. G
et rid of faeces from

 litter boxes every day,
and disinfect them

 w
ith scalding w

ater or dry heat;
chem

ical disinfection is not effective in destroying
oocysts.

If you are pregnant, or plan to becom
e pregnant

soon, test your cats for antibodies to Toxoplasm
a.

As m
entioned above, do not allow

 cats access to
birds, rodents, uncooked m

eat, and also unpas-
teurised dairy products. D

on’t handle litter boxes;
have another person change them

 daily. Stay
aw

ay from
 free-roam

ing cats because they can be
contam

inated w
ith oocysts. Keep any outdoor cat

from
 contact w

ith bedclothes and any
furnishings that you use. D

on’t handle a cat that
seem

s ill. W
ash uncooked vegetables thoroughly

before eating. W
ash hands thoroughly w

ith soap
and w

ater after contact w
ith soil and cats.

http://www.essortm
ent.com

/all/
whatistoxoplas_rhjv.htm

W
h

at is FA
W

N
A

w
w

w
.faw

n
a.org.au

/
FAW

N
A  (For Australian W

ildlife N
eeding Aid) is a

volunteer w
ildlife rescue and rehabilitation service

for injured and orphaned native w
ildlife. FAW

N
A

operates on the m
id north coast of N

SW
 and is

licensed by N
SW

 N
ational Parks and W

ildlife
Service (N

PW
S).

FAW
N

A's volunteer m
em

bers are situated
throughout the Kem

psey, H
astings, G

reater Taree
and G

loucester local governm
ent areas, covering

12,914 sq km
s. All share a concern for the plight of

the thousands of disadvantaged w
ildlife w

hich, in
the m

ain, need assistance due to hum
an interfer-

ence in som
e w

ay.

FAW
N

A operates a 24hr em
ergency telephone

service w
here m

em
bers are on duty to answ

er
calls from

 the public for w
ildlife needing assistance.

Faw
na D

uty O
fficer 6581 4141

FAW
N

A undertakes an educational role through
schools and com

m
unity groups, creating an

aw
areness of the reasons w

hy w
ildlife need hum

an
assistance, and w

hat people can do to help protect
and restore w

ildlife habitat.

FAW
N

A is adm
inistered by a m

anagem
ent

com
m

ittee elected annually by the m
em

bership. For
rescue and rehabilitation purposes m

em
bership is

divided into three local governm
ent regions w

ith
annually elected C

oordinators and Assistants for
fauna species groups.

The Aim
s and O

bjectives of FAW
N

A

* To rehabilitate native w
ildlife for return to their

natural environm
ent.

* To relocate native w
ildlife w

hich is under threat
or causing distress to the public into a natural
habitat for that species.

* To train volunteer m
em

bers to carry out the
rescue and care of native w

ildlife and encourage
protection of the environm

ent.

* To review
 policies and initiate actions in pursuit

of its objectives and aim
s.
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T
oxop

lasm
osis &

 C
ats

Toxoplasm
osis is a disease of cats as w

ell as
other m

am
m

als and birds caused by a parasite
called Toxoplasm

a gondii. Toxoplasm
a infection is

com
m

on, but full-blow
n disease is rare. T. gondii is

im
portant because virtually all w

arm
-blooded

anim
als, including m

an, can becom
e infected with it.

D
om

estic, w
ild, and feral cats can transm

it Toxo-
plasm

a infection to hum
ans.

C
ats have a 20%

 to 60%
 infection rate w

ith T.
gondii. Its prevalence is related to factors including
the ingestion of infected anim

als such as rodents
and birds or raw

 m
eat. Stray and feral cats have a

higher incidence of infection than pet cats, and older
cats have m

ore of a chance of acquiring it.

Toxoplasm
osis is m

ost com
m

on in cats less than
tw

o years old, possibly because of their poorly
developed im

m
une response. In an older cat, a

recurrent infection m
ay be due to the presence of

feline leukaem
ia virus or feline im

m
unodeficiency

virus, w
hich suppress its im

m
une response.

Sym
ptom

s of toxoplasm
osis include

anorexia, w
eight loss, lethargy, difficulty

breathing (because of pneum
onia), eye

inflam
m

ation, and fever. O
ther sym

ptom
s are

vom
iting and diarrhoea, neurological sym

p-
tom

s, sw
ollen lym

ph nodes, and jaundice.
The life cycle of the T. gondii parasite has three

stages: cyst, oocyst, or tachyzoite. A cat m
ay eat

cysts in infected rodents or birds, or other
raw

 m
eat, w

hereupon the organism
s w

ill begin to
m

ultiply in the w
all of the sm

all intestine, producing
the second stage, oocysts. These are excreted in
the faeces for tw

o to three w
eeks. Then they m

ay
becom

e spores, and becom
e infectious to other

anim
als, including hum

ans. M
ost exposed cats

shed oocysts during acute Toxoplasm
a infection,

but not after. O
ocysts are very hardy and can

survive in m
oist shaded soil or sand for m

onths.

In the intestine, som
e Toxoplasm

a organism
s

m
ultiply as tachyzoites, w

hich spread to other sites
in the body. This stage eventually ends, and a
“resting” stage produces cysts in the m

uscles and

so if these infections are getting into our hom
es, w

e
need to know

 how
 to recognise and treat them

before they spread to other captive anim
als and

hum
ans. The unfortunate outcom

e is that treatm
ent

is often lengthy and, at tim
es, unsuccessful.”

U
sually the territory of postgraduate students,

D
ebbie is the first student in this burgeoning

undergraduate Vet Science program
 to have

success of this kind.

JC
U

’s Associate Professor Leigh O
w

ens, w
ho

encouraged D
ebbie to w

rite up the case, said that
thing that im

pressed him
 the m

ost was Debbie’s
drive to be involved in the investigation, the oral
presentation and paper on top of her scholastic
responsibilities.

“I w
as also im

pressed w
ith the reflective nature of

the case w
here D

ebbie tried to assess w
hat she

learnt and w
hat she w

ould do differently next tim
e,”

he said.

D
espite spending the first ten years of her

w
orking life as a m

idw
ife, D

ebbie alw
ays leaned

tow
ards a scalier, slim

ier brood.

“As a child I w
as alw

ays bringing hom
e frogs

and various other w
eird and w

onderful creatures,”
she said.

D
ebbie plans to undertake an H

onours project
before pursuing practice in exotic and w

ildlife
m

edicine.

“I feel that as m
ore and m

ore people are keeping
exotics as pets, veterinarians need to gain a
greater insight into the care, treatm

ent and
m

anagem
ent of these anim

als,” she said. “I also
think great advances could be obtained in the
know

ledge of caring for our ow
n native w

ildlife so
w

e can do m
ore in term

s of conservation, m
anage-

m
ent and treatm

ent.”

D
ebbie thanked A/Prof Leigh O

w
ens, pathologist

D
r Jenni Scott and D

r G
raham

 Brow
n from

Aachilpa Veterinary G
roup for their assistance and

encouragem
ent.

Issued O
ctober 5, 2009
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brain. M
ost of these cysts probably rem

ain dorm
ant

indefinitely.

M
ost cats show no sym

ptom
s of infection with

Toxoplasm
a. Som

etim
es toxoplasm

osis occurs,
m

ostly to kittens and young adult cats, w
ith

lethargy, depression, loss of appetite, and fever.
Pneum

onia is often a m
ajor sym

ptom
. Liver

inflam
m

ation m
ay lead to vom

iting,
diarrhea, and
jaundice. The
pancreas m

ay be
inflam

ed and the lym
ph

nodes enlarged. O
ther

signs are inflam
m

ation
of the retina, abnor-
m

al-sized pupils,
blindness, lack of
coordination, person-
ality changes, circling,
ear twitching, difficulty
in chew

ing and
sw

allow
ing food,

seizures, and loss of
control over urination
and defecation.

As m
uch as 50%

 of
the hum

an population
in the United States
and 20%

 to 80%
 of

all dom
estic anim

als are infected w
ith Toxoplasm

a,
harbouring its cyst form

. If given the opportunity, the
cyst can produce disease in im

m
uno-com

prom
ised

patients, such as people w
ith AID

S.

But the greatest concern for hum
ans is transm

is-
sion of Toxoplasm

a from
 m

other to foetus. U
p to

45%
 of Am

erican w
om

en betw
een the ages of

20 and 39 have already been exposed to
Toxoplasm

a and are therefore im
m

une. But in
m

others w
ho first acquire Toxoplasm

a infection
during their pregnancy, about one-third to one-half
of their infants born to m

others are also infected.
Toxoplasm

a infection of the foetus is least com
m

on,
but the disease is m

ost severe, if the m
other has

been infected during the first trim
ester of pregnancy.

Toxoplasm
a infection is m

ost com
m

on, but the
disease is least severe or w

ithout sym
ptom

s, if the
infection occurs during the third trim

ester. M
ost

w
om

en infected during pregnancy have no
sym

ptom
s of the infection them

selves, but there is
about a 40%

 chance that the foetus w
ill acquire the

infection, and be born prem
aturely or even

stillborn. In
about 10%

 of these cases,
severe neurological or eye
disease w

ill result. Toxo-
plasm

a infection results in
over three thousand hum

an
congenital infections
annually in the U

nited
States, m

ost of them
 with no

sym
ptom

s. In sym
ptom

atic
individuals, sym

ptom
s m

ay
appear at different tim

es: at
birth, or w

eeks, m
onths, or

even years later.

In AID
S patients or those

being treated for cancer or
organ transplantation,
enlargem

ent of the lym
ph

nodes, eye and neurologic
disturbances, respiratory
problem

s, and heart
disease are com

m
on

sym
ptom

s. For these
patients the m

ortality rate is high.

The good new
s is that m

ost studies show
 that

contact w
ith a pet cat or a neighbour’s cat

w
ill not increase the risk of acquiring toxo-

plasm
osis, unless these anim

als are allow
ed

to roam
 and hunt or eat raw

 m
eat. How

ever,
contact w

ith stray and feral cats can be risky.

Blood serology tests m
ay indicate recent infection

w
ith T. gondii, but not a definitive diagnosis of

toxoplasm
osis. Its diagnosis relies on the history of

the patient, sym
ptom

s, and the results of laboratory
tests, including an antibody titer test and m

icroscopic
exam

ination of tissues. If a healthy cat has high
antibody levels, that m

eans it has been previously
infected and is now

 probably im
m

une and not


